
Otterburn Parish Council
Parish Clerk’s Report

7 March, 2012 – 30 March, 2012

Item 3a: Otterburn Hall footpaths - Update: It was agreed between the Councillors that in an attempt to avoid the lengthy 
and associated public costs of a public enquiry the Parish Council would seek further negotiations with the land owners at 
Otterburn Hall. Having written to the solicitors seeking the chance to discuss options I have received acknowledgment and 
that they are awaiting their clients instructions. 

Item 3b: Pedestrian and traffic safety through the village: Vice Chair Corbett has agreed to attend the NCC Area 
Committee West meeting on 10 April at Heddon-on-the-Wall where the matter of the proposed road crossing at the Memorial 
Hall will be covered.

Item 3c: Maintenance tasks in the Village: I met with Chris Mowatt as well as Val Corbett and Ron Holden at the 
Millennium Green where a number of jobs were identified requiring attention.  Mr Mowatt has agreed to provide a quote on 
this work as well as the maintenance of the public seating in the village. I hope to provide these quotes at the meeting and you 
will be asked whether to proceed. In addition you will be asked to consider whether the cutting of The Green at Willow Green 
should start on a fortnightly basis from April. Mr Mowatt has verbally agreed to do this again this year for £25.00 each cut.

I am also providing Mr Mowatt a summary of the tasks identified as requiring attention at the children’s play area and will seek 
a quote for this work.

Item 3d: The Green, Willow Green: I have received an application form to register the parcel of land donated to the Parish 
Council with Village Green status and will share with you at the meeting progress on this matter.

Item 4b: Payment of PAYE for HRMC: You be asked to agree the next quarterly payment of the PAYE to HRMC in 
respect of the Clerk’s salary.

Item 4c: Parish Council budget – forecast spend: You be asked to give consideration to the forecast spend of Parish 
Council budget for the financial year 2012-13 and provide your comments. 

Item 4d: 2011-12 Audit: I have received details from auditors, BDO LLP for the audit of the financial year 2011-12 and will 
share with you the dates that the required action will need to be completed.

Item 4e: Payment of invoice for hire of Memorial Hall: You will be asked to agree to pay the invoice for £30.00 for the 
hire of the hall for the Parish Council meetings in February, March and April.

Item 5a: 12/00444/FUL: Conversion of Barn 3 to form one dwelling and resubmission of plans for Barns 1 & 2 
(conversion to two dwellings) with minor amendments, including revised site layout, gardens and parking areas, 
Barns adjacent to Vicarage, Otterburn: The application details were reviewed at the last meeting however were received too 
late to add to the agenda. There was agreement between all Councillors present to the application and to meet NCC timescales 
I have confirmed this agreement. 

Item 6a: Litter picking event in the Village: There has been a number of parishioners asking whether another event will be 
arranged to pick up litter around the village. I have made arrangements for this to take place from 10.00am on Saturday 21 
April, meeting outside the Percy Arms. A number of posters will be displayed around the village advertising the event as well 
as an article in the Courant. Equipment has been ordered from NCC who will collect all rubbish that is picked up and bagged

Item 6b: Bus shelter maintenance: As documented in the minutes from the March meeting due to the recent damage 
caused at the bus shelter the volunteer who has been cleaning the area has decided to stop this from Easter. You will be asked 
to consider what action the Parish Council should take in this matter.

Item 6c: Mobile library service: The service to Otterburn has changed so that from Thursday 12 April it will now be calling 
every fortnight. There will be two points of call. From 10.30 – 11.10 it will be in the car park at the Working Men’s Club and 
from 11.15 – 11.35 it will be at the Otterburn First School.

Item 6d: Replacement of seats and tables in Millennium Green and around the village: Inspection in the Millennium 
Green has identified that the two picnic tables and one of the benches are beyond repair and are being removed. You will be 
asked to give consideration how these should be replaced. I will provide an update in the state of repair of the public seating 
around the village at the meeting.

Item 6e: Willow Green plots of land: The Parish Council have been made aware of a proposed auction of the plots of land 
that back on to the children’s play area. After a number of telephone calls and emails it appears this has now been removed as 
the auction agents were mistakenly believing the land did not have any planning permission or that conditions applied in 
respect to the development of a footpath linking Willow Green to Brierley Gardens.

Item 6f: NALC meeting re Localism & Neighbourhood Planning: Vice Chair Corbett will provide an update having 
attended the meeting in Hexham on 14 March
Martin Chilvers 30 March, 2012
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